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Dedicated to those who live with  
good intent

Together we make 
life prettier
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Livin’ Beauty Ceramics are hand 

made in The Netherlands. After 

the casting each piece is either 

extensively polished or manually 

engraved. 

The ceramics are given the time to 

dry naturally and harden. The items 

undergo two firings, bringing the 

total firing cycle including the cooling 

to thirty hours. Characteristic of Livin’ 

Beauty Ceramics is the application of 

unique glaze techniques in which we 

work with precious metals, silver and 

copper, and sophisticated crackle 

techniques. A handcrafted product 

sculpted with great dedication and 

respect for nature, made for you. 

THE ART
OF CRAFTMANSHIP
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The name Livin’ Beauty stands 

both for “Live in Beauty” and 

“Living Beauty”. Livin’ Beauty 

Ceramics strives to positively 

contribute to a pleasant and 

inspiring living environment. Thus 

the “Live in Beauty” refers to the 

daily life in the living environment 

of people.

“Living Beauty” refers to the 

natural beauty of the materials 

used in the manufacture of 

ceramics. Top quality materials 

such as clay base and precious 

metals like silver and copper 

which are applied as glazes. 

Always as pure and close to 

nature as possible.

ABOUT
LIVIN’ BEAUTY 
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PREPARING 
THE CLAY

SLIP
CASTING
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UNMOLDING POLISHING
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ENGRAVING
FINE LINE 
PATTERN
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GLAZING
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KILN
MELTED 

GLAZE
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OXIDATION
BY FIRE
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OXIDATION
BY FIRE
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COOLING
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Livin’ Beauty Ceramics are hand 

made in The Netherlands with 

love and respect for people and 

the planet. Therefore all materials 

used are as close to nature as 

possible. We literally feel the 

earth in our hands everyday. We 

are keenly aware of the need to 

care for Mother Nature and we are 

constantly working on minimizing 

our ecological footprint.

EARTH
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We would like to draw your attention 

to the fact that the handmade, 

artisan nature of the product results 

in uniquely individual color, form 

and pattern variations. Images are 

provided to give the best indication 

of the character piece, but each item 

is unique.

Due to the applied technique the 

vases are not waterproof. Therefore is 

suggested to always make use of an 

inside plant container or foil. 

We will be happy to assist you and 

provide all information required.

FINE LINE texture
SILVER glaze15



Livin’ Beauty Ceramics offers 

the opportunity to customize 

products. We can make your 

design, adapt our designs to fit 

your wishes or create something 

new together. The possibilities 

are as broad as your imagination. 

Please do not hesitate to contact 

us so that we may explore the 

opportunities together. 

PRIVATE
LABEL
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FORMLESS CLAY IS BEING 
GIVEN FORM. 

A CREATIVE PROCESS WITH 
ENDLESS POSSIBILITIES. 

ARE WE GOING TO CREATE 
BEYOND THE BOUNDARIES? 
EXPLORE AREAS WHERE NO 
ONE HAS BEEN BEFORE?



RIPPLES

TEXTURES
Different textures can be used when 

creating. All inspired by nature and 

manually engraved in our atelier.

FISHES

FINE LINES

CARVES

RIVER
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GLAZING
A layer of glass melted over the ceramic body. 

Unique for Livin’ Beauty ceramics in the application 

of unique glaze techniques in which we work with 

mother nature’s finest ingredients. Pure precious 

metals like silver and copper and sophisticated 

crackle techniques.

Glazes are available in shiny and satin matte. 

Order color samples here (professionals only).

CRAQUELED

COPPER GREEN

BLACK SILVER

COPPER RED

SILVER 

PEARL
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COLLECTIONS
As of now we have different product lines that we create. 

Ofcourse there’s always room for exploration, don’t 

hesistate to contact us for customizations.

Click on any of the product categories to see the different products 

we have available.

OBJECTS
VASES

WAVES
SANITARY

LAMPS

THE LIVIN’ BEAUTY
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DIAMOND
SILVER glaze

OBJECTS



LANCIS

OBJECTS collection

CARINA

CENTRUM

DIAMOND
ELEGANCE

RADIX AND
PANGO

ORBIS



RADIX | 
PANGO

ELEGANCE

TABLE 
PLATE

LANCIS 

CENTRUM DIAMOND

ORBIS

CARINA

h w d

65 30 20

ø h
27 35

35 45

h w d

48 38 10

80 68 15

ø h
55 15

ø h
40 6

60 8

ø h
40 10

50 12

60 15

h w d

25 85 10

ø h
45 55

45 50

OBJECTS collection
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FINE LINE texture
SILVER glaze24

CARINA



COPPER GREEN

BLACK SILVER

COPPER

SILVER

AVAILABLE 
TEXTURES

Carves
Fine lines
Fishes
River
Waves

PEARL

CRAQUELED

AVAILABLE   
GLAZINGS

White crackled
Copper
Copper Green
Silver
Black Silver
Pearl

AVAILABLE 
DIMENSIONS

h w d

25 85 10

25

CARINA



FINE LINE texture
SILVER glaze

SMOOTH texture
CRAQUELED glaze

SMOOTH texture
COPPER RED glaze
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CENTRUM

SMOOTH texture
CRAQUELED glaze27



COPPER GREEN

BLACK SILVER

COPPER

SILVER

AVAILABLE   
GLAZINGS

White crackled
Copper
Copper Green
Silver
Black Silver
Pearl

AVAILABLE 
TEXTURES

Carves
Fine lines
Fishes
River
Waves

PEARL

CRAQUELED

AVAILABLE 
DIMENSIONS

ø h
40 6

60 8

28

CENTRUM



RIPPLES texture
BLACK SILVER glaze

RIPPLES texture
BLACK SILVER glaze

FISHES texture
COPPER GREEN glaze29



DIAMOND

DIAMOND
SILVER glaze30



COPPER GREEN

BLACK SILVER

COPPER

SILVER

AVAILABLE   
GLAZINGS

White crackled
Copper
Copper Green
Silver
Black Silver
Pearl

PEARL

CRAQUELED

AVAILABLE 
DIMENSIONS

ø h
45 55

45 50

ALSO AVAILABLE 
AS PLANTER WITH 
LARGE OPENING

31

DIAMOND



SMOOTH texture
COPPER GREEN glaze32

ELEGANCE



COPPER GREEN

BLACK SILVER

COPPER

SILVER

AVAILABLE   
GLAZINGS

White crackled
Copper
Copper Green
Silver
Black Silver
Pearl

AVAILABLE 
TEXTURES

Carves
Fine lines
Fishes
River
Waves

PEARL

CRAQUELED

AVAILABLE 
DIMENSIONS

ø h
27 35

35 45

33

ELEGANCE



SMOOTH texture
BLACK SILVER glaze34

LANCIS



COPPER GREEN

BLACK SILVER

COPPER

SILVER

AVAILABLE   
GLAZINGS

White crackled
Copper
Copper Green
Silver
Black Silver
Pearl

AVAILABLE 
DIMENSIONS

AVAILABLE 
TEXTURES

Carves
Fine lines
Fishes
River
Waves

PEARL

CRAQUELED

ø h
55 15

35

LANCIS



FINE LINE texture
SILVER glaze36

ORBIS



COPPER GREEN

BLACK SILVER

COPPER

SILVER

AVAILABLE   
GLAZINGS

White crackled
Copper
Copper Green
Silver
Black Silver
Pearl

AVAILABLE 
TEXTURES

Carves
Fine lines
Fishes
River
Waves

PEARL

CRAQUELED

AVAILABLE 
DIMENSIONS

h w d

48 38 10

80 68 15

37

ORBIS



BLACK SILVER | SILVER glaze38

RADIX | PANGO



COPPER GREEN

BLACK SILVER

COPPER

SILVER

AVAILABLE   
GLAZINGS

White crackled
Copper
Copper Green
Silver
Black Silver
Pearl

PEARL

CRAQUELED

AVAILABLE 
DIMENSIONS

h w d

65 30 20

39

RADIX | 
PANGO



SMOOTH texture
COPPER GREEN glaze40

TABLE PLATE



COPPER GREEN

BLACK SILVER

COPPER

SILVER

AVAILABLE   
GLAZINGS

White crackled
Copper
Copper Green
Silver
Black Silver
Pearl

AVAILABLE 
TEXTURES

Carves
Fine lines
Fishes
River
Waves

PEARL

CRAQUELED

AVAILABLE 
DIMENSIONS

ø height
40 10

50 12

60 15

41

TABLE PLATE



VASES
SMOOTH texture

WHITE CRACKLED | BLACK SILVER glaze



VASES collection

BOWL

FLOWERPOT

CARINA

CILINDER

VASE GRANDE

FLOWERBOWL

VASE TALL

BALL



FLOWERPOT

CARINA
GRANDE

VASE TALL

FLOWER
BOWL

BOWL

VASE 
GRANDE

CILINDER

BALL

ø h
10

10-90

15

20

25

30

40

60

h w d

80 20 17

ø h
15 10

20 15

40 25

ø h
40 20

45 25

50 25

60 30

ø h

45

50

70

90

ø
25

30

40

50

ø h
15 17

20 21

26 27

31 33

ø h
60 60

44

VASES collection



SMOOTH texture
WHITE CRACKLED glaze45

BALL



COPPER GREEN

BLACK SILVER

COPPER

SILVER

AVAILABLE   
GLAZINGS

White crackled
Copper
Copper Green
Silver
Black Silver
Pearl

PEARL

CRAQUELED

AVAILABLE 
DIMENSIONS

ø
25

30

40

50

46

AVAILABLE 
TEXTURES

Carves
Fine lines
Fishes
River
Waves

BALL



FINE LINE texture
SILVER glaze47

BOWL



COPPER GREEN

BLACK SILVER

COPPER

SILVER

AVAILABLE   
GLAZINGS

White crackled
Copper
Copper Green
Silver
Black Silver
Pearl

PEARL

CRAQUELED

AVAILABLE 
DIMENSIONS

ø h
40 20

45 25

50 25

60 30

48

AVAILABLE 
TEXTURES

Carves
Fine lines
Fishes
River
Waves

BOWL



SMOOTH texture
COPPER glaze

FINE LINE texture
SILVER glaze

SMOOTH texture
COPPER glaze

49



50

CARINA GRANDE

SMOOTH texture
SILVER glaze



COPPER GREEN

BLACK SILVER

COPPER

SILVER

AVAILABLE   
GLAZINGS

White crackled
Copper
Copper Green
Silver
Black Silver
Pearl

AVAILABLE 
DIMENSIONS

PEARL

CRAQUELED

h w d

80 20 17

51

AVAILABLE 
TEXTURES

Carves
Fine lines
Fishes
River
Waves

CARINA
GRANDE



FINE LINE texture
SILVER glaze

SMOOTH texture
SILVER glaze

SMOOTH texture
BLACK SILVER glaze

52



53

CILINDER

SMOOTH texture
COPPER GREEN glaze



COPPER GREEN

BLACK SILVER

COPPER

SILVER

AVAILABLE   
GLAZINGS

White crackled
Copper
Copper Green
Silver
Black Silver
Pearl

PEARL

CRAQUELED

AVAILABLE 
DIMENSIONS

ø h
10

10-90

15

20

25

30

40

60

54

AVAILABLE 
TEXTURES

Carves
Fine lines
Fishes
River
Waves

CILINDER



FINE LINE texture
COPPER glaze

CARVES texture
SILVER glaze

CARVES texture
SILVER glaze

SMOOTH texture
COPPER GREEN glaze
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56

FLOWER 
BOWL

FINE LINE texture
SILVER glaze



COPPER GREEN

BLACK SILVER

COPPER

SILVER

AVAILABLE   
GLAZINGS

White crackled
Copper
Copper Green
Silver
Black Silver
Pearl

PEARL

CRAQUELED

AVAILABLE 
DIMENSIONS

ø h
15 10

20 15

40 25

57

AVAILABLE 
TEXTURES

Carves
Fine lines
Fishes
River
Waves

FLOWER BOWL



SMOOTH texture
SILVER glaze

SMOOTH texture
COPPER GREEN glaze

FINE LINES texture
SILVER glaze

SMOOTH texture
SILVER glaze
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CARVES HORIZONTAL & VERTICAL | SMOOTH texture
BLACK SILVER | COPPER GREEN | WHITE glaze59

FLOWERPOT



COPPER GREEN

BLACK SILVER

COPPER

SILVER

AVAILABLE   
GLAZINGS

White crackled
Copper
Copper Green
Silver
Black Silver
Pearl

PEARL

CRAQUELED

AVAILABLE 
DIMENSIONS

ø h
15 17

20 21

26 27

31 33

60

AVAILABLE 
TEXTURES

Carves
Fine lines
Fishes
River
Waves

FLOWERPOT



RIPPLES texture
SILVER glaze61

VASE GRANDE



COPPER GREEN

BLACK SILVER

COPPER

SILVER

AVAILABLE   
GLAZINGS

White crackled
Copper
Copper Green
Silver
Black Silver
Pearl

AVAILABLE 
DIMENSIONS

PEARL

CRAQUELED

62

AVAILABLE 
TEXTURES

Carves
Fine lines
Fishes
River
Waves

VASE 
GRANDE

ø h
60 60



SMOOTH texture
CRAQUELE glaze

RIPPLES texture
SILVER glaze SMOOTH texture

BLACK glaze
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RIPPLES | FINE LINE texture
SILVER glaze64

VASE TALL



COPPER GREEN

BLACK SILVER

COPPER

SILVER

AVAILABLE   
GLAZINGS

White crackled
Copper
Copper Green
Silver
Black Silver
Pearl

PEARL

CRAQUELED

AVAILABLE 
DIMENSIONS

ø h

45

50

70

90

AVAILABLE 
TEXTURES

Carves
Fine lines
Fishes
River
Waves

65

VASE 
TALL



SMOOTH texture
SILVER glaze

SMOOTH texture
SILVER glaze

SMOOTH texture
COPPER GREEN glaze

SMOOTHtexture
WHITE CRACKLED glaze
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WAVES

WAVES 
SILVER | BLACK SILVER | COPPER glaze



BOWL WAVES

CARINA WAVES

VASE WAVES

WAVES TALL

WAVES collection



VASE TALL VASE WAVES

CARINA 
WAVES

BOWL 
WAVES

ø h

55 30

h w d

30 55 20

ø h

35

25

35

55

ø h

50
55

80

69

WAVES collection



BOWL  
WAVES

WAVES
COPPER glaze70



COPPER GREEN

BLACK SILVER

COPPER

SILVER

PEARL

CRAQUELED

AVAILABLE 
DIMENSIONS

AVAILABLE   
GLAZINGS

White crackled
Copper
Copper Green
Silver
Black Silver
Pearl

WHITE CRACKLED

COPPER GREEN

BLACK SILVER

COPPER

SILVER

PEARL

ø h

55 30

71

BOWL 
WAVES



WAVES
SILVER glaze

CARINA
WAVES

72



COPPER GREEN

BLACK SILVER

COPPER

SILVER

PEARL

CRAQUELED

AVAILABLE 
DIMENSIONS

AVAILABLE   
GLAZINGS

White crackled
Copper
Copper Green
Silver
Black Silver
Pearl

WHITE CRACKLED

COPPER GREEN

BLACK SILVER

COPPER

SILVER

PEARL

h w d

30 55 20

73

CARINA 
WAVES



WAVES
SILVER | BLACK SILVER | COPPER glaze

VASE
WAVES
TALL

74



COPPER GREEN

BLACK SILVER

COPPER

SILVER

PEARL

CRAQUELED

AVAILABLE 
DIMENSIONS

AVAILABLE   
GLAZINGS

White crackled
Copper
Copper Green
Silver
Black Silver
Pearl

WHITE CRACKLED

COPPER GREEN

BLACK SILVER

COPPER

SILVER

PEARL

ø h

50
55

80

75

VASE 
WAVES 
TALL



WAVES
COPPER glaze

VASE
WAVES

76



COPPER GREEN

BLACK SILVER

COPPER

SILVER

PEARL

CRAQUELED

AVAILABLE 
DIMENSIONS

AVAILABLE   
GLAZINGS

White crackled
Copper
Copper Green
Silver
Black Silver
Pearl

WHITE CRACKLED

COPPER GREEN

BLACK SILVER

COPPER

SILVER

PEARL

ø h

35

25

35

55

77

VASE 
WAVES



WAVES
COPPER GREEN glaze

WAVES
COPPER glaze

WAVES
SILVER glaze

WAVES
SILVER glaze
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SANITARY

SMOOTH texture
COPPER glaze

GREY inside glaze



SANITARY collection

WASH BASIN
ELLIPSE

SOAP 
DISPENSER

WASH BASIN
BOWL

WASH BASIN
WAVES



SOAP
DISPENSER

WASH BASIN 
WAVES

WASH BASIN 
BOWL

WASH BASIN
ELLIPSE

ø h
40

1545

50

h w d

15
35 15

55 35

ø h
50 15

ø h
10 30

81

SANITARY collection



WASH BASIN
ELIPSE

FINE LINE | SMOOTH texture
BLACK SILVER | SILVER | COPPER GREEN glaze82



COPPER GREEN

BLACK SILVER

COPPER

SILVER

PEARL

CRAQUELED

AVAILABLE 
TEXTURES

Carves
Fine lines
Fishes
River
Waves

AVAILABLE   
GLAZINGS

White crackled
Copper
Copper Green
Silver
Black Silver
Pearl

AVAILABLE 
DIMENSIONS

WASH 
BASIN
ELLIPSE

WHITE CRACKLED

COPPER GREEN

BLACK SILVER

COPPER

SILVER

PEARL

AVAILABLE 
GLAZINGS INSIDE

White
Black
Grey

h w d

15
35 15

55 35

83



FINE LINE texture
SILVER glaze

FINE LINE texture
SILVER outside glaze
GREY inner glaze

SMOOTH texture
COPPER GREEN outside glaze
BLACK inner glaze

SMOOTH texture
BLACK SILVER outside glaze
BLACK inner glaze
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WASH BASIN
BOWL

FINE LINE texture
SILVER glaze85



COPPER GREEN

BLACK SILVER

COPPER

SILVER

PEARL

CRAQUELED

AVAILABLE 
TEXTURES

Carves
Fine lines
Fishes
River
Waves

AVAILABLE   
GLAZINGS

White crackled
Copper
Copper Green
Silver
Black Silver
Pearl

AVAILABLE 
DIMENSIONS

WASH 
BASIN
BOWL

WHITE CRACKLED

COPPER GREEN

BLACK SILVER

COPPER

SILVER

PEARL

AVAILABLE 
GLAZINGS INSIDE

White
Black
Grey

ø h
40

1545

50

86



WASH BASIN
WAVES

WAVES
BLACK SILVER glaze

GREY inside glaze87



COPPER GREEN

BLACK SILVER

COPPER

SILVER

PEARL

CRAQUELED

AVAILABLE   
GLAZINGS

White crackled
Copper
Copper Green
Silver
Black Silver
Pearl

AVAILABLE 
DIMENSIONS

WASH 
BASIN
WAVES

WHITE CRACKLED

COPPER GREEN

BLACK SILVER

COPPER

SILVER

PEARL

AVAILABLE 
GLAZINGS INSIDE

White
Black
Grey

ø h
50 15

88



SOAP
DISPENSER

SMOOTH texture
SILVER  | BLACK SILVER | COPPER GREEN glaze89



COPPER GREEN

BLACK SILVER

COPPER

SILVER

PEARL

CRAQUELED

AVAILABLE   
GLAZINGS

White crackled
Copper
Copper Green
Silver
Black Silver
Pearl

AVAILABLE 
DIMENSIONS

SOAP 
DISPENSER

WHITE CRACKLED

COPPER GREEN

BLACK SILVER

COPPER

SILVER

PEARL

ø h
10 30

90



91
LIGHTING SMOOTH texture

BLACK SILVER glaze



LIGHTING collection

HANGING 
LAMP CILINDER

HANGING 
LAMP WAVES

CYLINDER 
LAMP

LAMP
ELEGANCE

RECTANGULO
LAMP



RECTANGULO
LAMP

LAMP 
ELEGANCE

HANGING  
LAMP WAVES

HANGING LAMP 
CYLINDER

CYLINDER
LAMP

h w d

35 45 15

60 30 15

30 80 15

ø h
15

10-80

20

25

30

40

ø h
15

10-80

20

25

30

40

ø h

35

25

35

55

50 55

ø h
27 35

35 45

93

LIGHTING collection



CYLINDER
LAMP

SMOOTH texture
COPPER glaze94



COPPER GREEN

BLACK SILVER

COPPER

SILVER

PEARL

CRAQUELED

AVAILABLE 
TEXTURES

Carves
Fine lines
Fishes
River
Waves

AVAILABLE   
GLAZINGS

White crackled
Copper
Copper Green
Silver
Black Silver
Pearl

AVAILABLE 
DIMENSIONS

WHITE CRACKLED

COPPER GREEN

BLACK SILVER

COPPER

SILVER

PEARL

ø h
15

10-80

20

25

30

40

95

CYLINDER 
LAMP



96
SMOOTH texture
COPPER glaze

SMOOTH texture
COPPER glaze

SMOOTH texture
BLACK SILVER glaze



HANGING 
LAMP CYLINDER

SMOOTH texture
BLACK SILVER glaze97



COPPER GREEN

BLACK SILVER

COPPER

SILVER

PEARL

CRAQUELED

AVAILABLE 
TEXTURES

Carves
Fine lines
Fishes
River
Waves

AVAILABLE   
GLAZINGS

White crackled
Copper
Copper Green
Silver
Black Silver
Pearl

AVAILABLE 
DIMENSIONS

WHITE CRACKLED

COPPER GREEN

BLACK SILVER

COPPER

SILVER

PEARL

ø h
15

10-80

20

25

30

40

98

HANGING 
LAMP
CYLINDER 



HANGING 
LAMP WAVES

WAVES
PEARL |BLACK SILVER glaze99



COPPER GREEN

BLACK SILVER

COPPER

SILVER

PEARL

CRAQUELED

AVAILABLE   
GLAZINGS

White crackled
Copper
Copper Green
Silver
Black Silver
Pearl

AVAILABLE 
DIMENSIONS

WHITE CRACKLED

COPPER GREEN

BLACK SILVER

COPPER

SILVER

PEARL

ø h

35

25

35

55

50 55

100

HANGING 
LAMP
WAVES 



101

WAVES
COPPER GREEN glaze

WAVES
PEARL glaze



WAVES
COPPER GREEN glaze

WAVES
BLACK glaze



LAMP
ELEGANCE

SMOOTH texture
COPPER GREEN glaze 103



COPPER GREEN

BLACK SILVER

COPPER

SILVER

PEARL

CRAQUELED

AVAILABLE 
DIMENSIONS

WHITE CRACKLED

COPPER GREEN

BLACK SILVER

COPPER

SILVER

PEARL

AVAILABLE   
GLAZINGS

White crackled
Copper
Copper Green
Silver
Black Silver
Pearl

AVAILABLE 
TEXTURES

River
Fish
Water
Stripes
Waves

ø h
27 35

35 45

104

LAMP
ELEGANCE 



105

SMOOTH texture
COPPER GREEN glaze 

SMOOTH texture
BLACK SILVER glaze 



RECTANGULO
LAMP

SMOOTH texture
SILVER glaze 106



COPPER GREEN

BLACK SILVER

COPPER

SILVER

PEARL

CRAQUELED

AVAILABLE 
DIMENSIONS

WHITE CRACKLED

COPPER GREEN

BLACK SILVER

COPPER

SILVER

PEARL

AVAILABLE   
GLAZINGS

White crackled
Copper
Copper Green
Silver
Black Silver
Pearl

AVAILABLE 
TEXTURES

River
Fish
Water
Stripes
Waves

RECTANGULO
LAMP

h w d

35 45 15

60 30 15

30 80 15

107



108

IT IS SAID THAT THE ORIGIN 
OF RAKU WERE LAY IN THE 
MAKING OF A SINGLE BOWL 
FOR THE TEA CEREMONY. 

HISTORY
A BRIEF

OF RAKU

VASE TALL
SMOOTH texture

SILVER glaze108



For centuries tea practitioners, 
artisans and professional and 
amateur potters have used and 
evolved the Raku firing process. 
All have subtly adapted the basic 
features and used it for their own 
purposes and ideas. 

Livin’ Beauty Ceramics adapted 
the same basic features. In 
constant search of new designs 
and glaze techniques it is our 
challenge to keep evolving this 
unprecedented methodology and 
technique. 

109



Characteristic of Livin’ Beauty 
Ceramics is the timeless 
interpretation of design and 
the application of unique glaze 
techniques. This includes working 
with precious metals, such as copper 
and silver, and sophisticated crackle 
techniques. 

Livin’ Beauty Ceramics strives to 
positively contribute to a pleasant 
and inspiring living environment. 
Please have a look at our catalogue 
and make yourself at home in the 
world of Livin’ Beauty Ceramics. 

VASE
SMOOTH texture

BLACK SILVER glaze110



To understand Raku, it is necessary 
to go back in time and place. Back 
to Japan, the region of Kyoto in the 
Momoyama period (1573-1615). 
Raku ware was started by potter 
Chôjirô around 1580. During this 
time, colourful pottery based on the 
Chinese three-colour Sancai glazing 
came into production. Chôjirô 
was one of the potters practicing 
such techniques. Raku ware, being 
produced by the same type of firing 
and glazing as the Chinese Sancai 
ware, evolved into a particular 
glazing method. This glazing method 
is characterized by the use of 
monochrome black and red glazes. 
Key to the technique is that the 
most-often hand shaped tea bowls 
were removed from the hot kiln and 
allowed to cool in the open air.

When Sen Rikyû - tea master inside 
the Jarakudai Palace, built by 
Toyotomo Hideyoshi, the leading 
warrior statesman of that time - saw 
Chôjirô’s sculptures in Kyoto, he 
commissioned him to make tea bowls 
for his wabi-styled tea ceremony. 

Hideyoshi was so pleased with the 
bowls he used the term Raku, which 
is usually translated as “enjoyment” 
or “ease”. It is believed that Hideyoshi 
presented Chôjirô’s son Jokei with a 
seal bearing the Chinese character for 

Raku. Raku then became the name of 
the family that produces these wares.

Since then, both the Raku technique 
and tradition have been passed 
down through the family, without any 
modifications, to the present 15th 
generation. 
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The American potter Paul Soldner 
introduced the use of a reduction 
chamber at the end of the firing 
process in the 1960’s. 

Characteristic of the firing process is 
that pieces are removed from the hot 
kiln. By using a reduction chamber, 
pieces removed from the hot kiln 
are placed in a container filled with 
masses of combustible material. By 
closing the container a reduction 
atmosphere is created. After the 
combustible material catches fire, 
the oxygen level decreases, which 
results in extraordinary glaze effects. 
Crackled and reduction-oxidation 
glazes are typical of the so-called 
American Raku technique.
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